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HIGH GERMAN 
Reformed Proteftant Congregation 


In LoN DON. 


1 the Liberty of profeſſing the pure Religion, 
bas, for ſome Centuries paſt, occaſioned 
many Thouſands of induſtrious Proteſtants to reſort 
from the Continent to this Iſland, and particularly 
to the Metropolis, either for Shelter from Perſecution, 
which they ſuffered abroad for Religion's ſake, or 
to ſeek Employment in their ſeveral Callings. 
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* H E flouriſhing State of theſe Realms, and 
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time; ſuch Funds « or — e as were eien 
for the Eſtabliſhment of decent and proper Places for 
religious Worſhip in their own Language, providing 
for their Sick, and making every other Regulation 
negellary for charitable and * Purpoſes. 
The Higb Germans, who, at various times, on the 
aforeſaid Account, came over from Pruſſia, Branden- 
zur ge, Heſſe, the Palatinate, Alſatia, and other Pro- 
vinces of the Empite, as alſo from the ſeveral Parts 
of Swiſſerland, not enjoying any of the Benefits above- 
mentioned, being for the moſt part young People, 
and having no Opportunity of reſorting to a public 
Congregation for Divine Warſhip in their own Lan- 
guage, according to the Confeſſion of the eſtabliſhed 
Reformed Proteſtant Church wherein they had been 
brought up in their native Country, were expoſed to 
all the fatal Conſequences of Irreligion and Vice; 
and being at the ſame time unacquainted with the 
Engliſh Language, and deſtitute of all Reſources for 
Employment in Life, muſt inevitably have become a 
Burthen to the Ns and a Scandal to human 
2 | [ 2b357 © 


Where- 
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Wherefore, in the Year of our Lord 1697, it was 
concluded, by the moſt conſiderate Part of thoſe that 
were ſettled here, that a Place for ſuch a religious. 
Purpoſe was become abſolutely neceſfary; conſe- 
quently forming themſelves into a Society, they in- 
ſtituted a Chapel in the Savoy, for which Purpoſe 
chey rented a Houſe fromthe Crown, paying Sixteen 
Pounds per Armum for the ſame; The Members of 
the Congregation not being able long, alone, to fup- 
port it, his Pruſſian Majeſty Frederic I. at the Repre- 
fentation of Count Spanbeim, then his Envoy Extraors 
dinary to this Court, was pleaſed to allow a yearly 
Stipend of One hundred Pounds, for the Furtherance 
of ſo uſeful and neceffary an Fnſtitution, under the 


Net ame 115 The Profiat, e 


N time ee key W Giri 2666 te- 
flecting that ſuch a religious Settlement was as highly 
neceſſary, and of as great Importance as any other 
of the foreign Chapels' that had been eſtabliſhed by 
her Royal Munificence, was gracioufly pleafed to 
promiſe the Sum of One thoufand Pounds towards 
purchafing a more decent and proper Place for the 
ſame; but the Death of that Princefs intervening, 
N the Payment of the faid Sum; and tlie 


yearly 


F 6 J 
yearly Stipend of his Pruſſi ant n e alſo ſoon 


after his Demiſe. Sy oct. 97 


The Churchwardens gh 8 finding them- 
ſelves thus deſtitute of the neceſſary Means for its 
Continuation, made Applications for the Aſſiſtance 
of the Charitable both here and abroad; and col- 
lecting the Sum of One thouſand Pounds, or there- 
abouts, they depoſited, aſter deducting neceſſary Ex- 
pences, the Reſidue of the Money in the public 
Funds, for the future Exigencies of the Congrega- 


tion. 


5 His late Majeſty King Gan I. in tender Con- 
ſideration of the preſſing Neceſſities of this Proteſtant 
Church, and for the better eſtabliſhing and main- 
taining thereof, was graciouſly pleaſed to grant them, 
by Warrant, dated on or about the 28th Day of V. 
vember 1723, not only, the Chapel i in the Savoy, but. 
alſo half of the Maſter's Houſe, a Piece of Ground, 
and other Tenements therein, exempt of Rent, which. 
they had duly paid for the Chapel, till the time above- 
mentioned : This Grant his preſent moſt Excellent 
Majeſty was pleaſed to renew and confirm, by War- 
rant under his Sign Manual, bearing Date 1 3th of 
e. ae Abril 
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April 17335 both counterſigned by the Lords Com- 


- _ bus eau 


be cake, ik Hearts full of Gratitude 
looked upon this ſignal Relief as the Foundation of a 
conſtant Eſtabliſhment; and relying on their Title to 
the Premiſes, have at different, times, laid, out, in re: 
pairing the old Buildings, and to. render them more 
beneficial, all their Caſh, | confiſting \ of Eight hundred 
Pounds and upwards,” | 4 
92 This b Roa Bounty wed et BOW a Fund 
Welesert for the Continuation of this Church, had 
not the Congregation | met with ſuch Sant Dil. 
turbances in the quiet Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of 
the Benefits acctuing therefrom. 


The Tenant that was at the time of the Grant in 


Poſſeſſion of the lower Fart of the Maſter's Houſe, 
conſiſting of Four Rooms and a Kitchen, and which 


the Congregation deſigned for an Engliſh and Ger- 
nan School, leaving it, the ſame was, clandeſtinely and 
without any Title, ſold to another Party, who violent- 
ly kept Poſſeſſion thereof; and ſince that time it has 
been fold to ſeveral others, FE the Conſent of the 
S who, knowing their Title to the Pre- 


miſes 


Fa). 
miſes to be en being a Royal Grant, could 
not ſuſpect that any Attempt would be made to diſ- 
poſſeſs them, much leſs that it could be executed, as 
it was a manifeſt Infringement of his Mae 8 * 
rogative, and contrary to all Law. deen 

The Members of the Church, being obliged to at- 
tend their honeſt Callings at their ſeveral Places of 
Abode, which are in general at a great Diſtance from 
the Savoy, could ſeldom or never ſee the above-grant- 
ed Premiſes, except at the Hours of public Wor- 
ſhip, and conſequently bad it not in their Power to 
watch the cunning Devices, or reſiſt the violent In- 
ſults, of the Diſturbers; on which account their Veſtry 
bave never been able to obtain the Poſſeſſion of the 
ſaid lower Part of the Maſter s Houſe, 


The late Miniſter continued to keep Poſſeſſion of 
the other Part of the ſaid Hauſe conſiſting of Fiſteen 
Rooms, and One- half of the Garden annexed to it, 
until the Year 1 748; when his Health.r requiring him 
to remove from thence for ſome time, the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers, with, his Conſent, lett the 
ſame (except Two Rooms). for One Year and One 
Quarter; but, before the Tenant could enter upon the 
Premiſes, ſeveral eri minded Perſons, watching every 


Oppor- 


[9] 
Opportunity to violate the Royal Warrant, under 
Pretence that the King has no Right to take or grant 
One Inch of Ground in the Savoy, had concerted 
their unjuſt Meaſures to deprive the Congregation 
entirely and for ever of the Poſſeſſion and all the 


Benefits thereof. 


6 Acettingly; in the Year 1749, One of them, by 
Fraud, and without any Colour of Right, ſlipt into 
the (aid Part of the Houſe, forcibly breaking open a 
Room that had been reſerved as a Repoſitory for 
Regiſters, and the various Utenſils belonging to the 
Church, (which never could be recovered); and refuſ- 
ing to quit the ſame, in open Deftance of the Rights 
of the Congregation, no other Means were left for 
them but to lay their Complaints before the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury; who, on or about the 
gth Day of June 1749, were pleaſed to direct their 
Solicitor to take all proper Meafures, not only for 
replacing them in the Poſſeſſion of the Premiſes, 
but likewiſe for puniſhing the Intruders in ſuch legal 
and effectual Manner, as might deter them and others 
from the like Offences; and, to teftify their Senſe 
of the Miſbchaviour of the chief Promoter of their 
Diſtreſs, their Lordfhips were pleafed at the ſame 


eme to direct, that the annual Salary of One hundred 
W B 


Pounds, 


10 1 
Pounds, which he received, ſhould be detained i in the 
Receiver's Hands, till further Order. | 


In Purſuance thereof, an Information of Intruſion 
was filed in his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, at 
Weſpminſter, againſt the ſaid Intruders; to which, in 
July 1753, they pleaded the Juriſdiction of the Court 
of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, and ever ſince they have, 
in Defiance of all Law, continued to with-hold the 
Poſſeſſion and Benefits thereof; having bartered the 
ſame from one to another, ſtripped off the Lead with 
which the Houſe was covered, and made many Al- 
terations: By whoſe Example inſtigated, others of the 
lame Diſpoſition have taken, Occaſion to do many 
more Wrongs and Injuries againſt the Rights, and 

to the great and manifeſt Detriment, of this Congre» 
ren. 


On the 23d Day of March, in the Year of our 
Lord 1756, a Man: of very mean Appearance, at- 
tended by divers others, quite unknown, intruded 
himſelf, firſt breaking the Lock, into a large Room 
on the Ground-Floor of the ſaid Maſter's Houſe, 
which the Congregation. (not having public Caſh 
enough to repair and make it fit to be inhabited) had 


lett out as a Mineral Water Warehouſe, at a certain 


2 1 * 
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yearly Rent; One of the Overſeers, with the Pew- 
keeper of the Chapel, coming to prevent their At- 
tempt, without any kind of Provocation, the Intrud- 
ers beat and abuſed them, and publicly declared, 

that if they, meaning the Congregation, ſhould make 
the leaſt Oppoſition, they would alſo take from them 
the e, and drive them n, from the 
Savoy. 


Upon this new Infult, firſt taking proper Advice, 
they repreſented all theſe Proceedings to the Right 
Honourable the Lords of the Treafury, who were 
immediately pleaſed to give ſtrict Orders to their So- 
licitor, to proſecute the Perſons concerned in the Diſ- 
turbance of their Rights at the Crown's Expence. 
And in the Year 1757, taking their diſtreſſed State 
into Conſideration, were likewiſe pleaſed to allow, 
for the Uſe of this Church, the Sum of 433“. 6s. 8d. 
out of the aboveſaid retained Salary, as a Reim- 
burſement of the great Expences, Damages, and Lofles 
their Church had ſuſtained by that principal Pro- 
moter of all theſe Troubles, and by his Procurement: 
This moſt neceſſary and ſeaſonable Comfort has en- 
abled the Veſtry to pay the Debts and other Charges 
incurred on that O caſion, and to keep this regie 
9 m from being diſſolved. 
1 | B 2 | In 
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In the other Houſe, where the Chapel was firſt 
inſtituted, and which is ſtill the Place of their pub- 
lic Divine Worſhip, the Ground-Floor had been lett 
out, and the yearly Rent regularly paid, till about 
Four Years ago the Tenant firſt deferred paying the 
ſame, alledging ſeveral Diſappointments; but now, 
under Pretence of having as much Right as the others, 
and concurring in their Sentiments, refuſes, at all 


Events, to pay any more; ſo that there are Five 
Years Rent due: All poſſible Means have been uſed 


to perſuade the ſaid Tenant to do them Juſtice ; but 


the Circumſtances are of. fo delicate a Nature, that 
the leaſt Rigour would certainly . their total 


Expulſion. 


Thus are they deprived of every Part of the Pre- 
miſes, ſo graciouſly granted unto their Church, ex- 
cept the Chapel, and Five ſmall Rooms adjoining to 
and over the ſame, now inhabited by the Reader 
and Pew-keeper of their Congregation, and One 
ſmall Cellar under the ſaid Houſe, which. . them 
in an annual Rent of 205. 


This diſmal Situation, 8 ws Deel: ruinous 
State of the Chapel, occaſioned, partly by having de- 
ferred the continual Repairing of ſo ancient a Build 


thereof. Thoſe who have hitherto ſupported "this | 


1 2380 
ing, on aceount of the {aid Diſturbances, and the Un- 
certainty of their Tenure, and partly by a Horſe- 


mill erected underneath on the Ground-Floor, ren- 


ders that Place highly diſagreeable, and even danger- 
ous. to the Congregation, which is the only one the 


 HighGermans, and Swiſs, of the Reformed Proteſtant 
Confeſſion, have in theſe Realms; for they cannot 
reſort to the High German Lutheran Chapels, eſtab- 


liſhed here in London, as they would thereby be ſepa- 
rated from the Communion in e Are have all 
been educated, 


Though the Salaries Wa ul Wade Reader, and 
the other very neceſſary Expences of the Congrega- 
tion, are reduced to the ſmalleſt Sum poſſible, yet 
the Members of the Congregation are not able, with 
their Contributions alone, to ſu ppport, much leſs re- 
eſtabliſh, ſuch a religious Inſtitution: For the Ger- 
num of the reformed Confeſſion, when they under 
ſtand a little of the Exgliſb Language, and ſettle or 
marry here, in general, reſort with their Families to 


their reſpective Pariſh Churches, moved thereto by 


the Principles of their Religion, which are, in effect, 
the ſame as thoſe of che Church of England; their 
Miniſter having been legally ordained by a Prelate 


Con- 


TE -: 
Gabgregation, and kept it from being totally diſ- 
ſolved, diminiſh daily, either by Death, or by find- 
ing that the Burden would Prove too n for them 
to bear. | 57145 ys 


What renders their Caſe more moving, is, that 
they are not able to aſſiſt their diſtreſſed Brethren, 
who are not entitled to any Donation or Proviſion 
from the Pariſhes of this Kingdom ; Labourers, Tra- 
vellers, and ſuch as cannot earn more than what 
daily ſupports them, are, when fick, old, or infirm, 
thereby often reduced to the utmoſt Miſery ; and 
ſuch as cannot find Employment here, would wil- 
lingly go over to ſettle in the Britiſb Colonies in Ame- 
rica, to the great Advantage of this Kingdom, were 
the Veſtry able to aſſiſt them in their n 


As this! is their Situation, has muſt Fas on this 
Government alone for a Re-eſtabliſhment and Sup- 
port; for it cannot be expected that his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, and the other Princes and Magiſtrates of 

the Countries where theſe People come from, will 

aſſiſt them; as they regret that ſo many uſeful Hands 
mhould deſert their Dominions, and leave their native 
Country, to employ their Labour and Induſtry for the 


Service of the Engliſh Nation. 


The 
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The Loyalty of the Members of this Congregation 
has been always acknowleged, as they have on all 
Occaſions been ready and willing to arm themſelves 
in Defence of the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in 
Church and State, and of the Liberty they enjoy here 
in common with the Natives : There are, at this pre- 
ſent Time, ſome Hundreds of them engaged in his 
Majeſty's Service, both by Sea and Land. 


Phe other foreign Proteſtants, French, Dutch, and 
Lntherans,are handfomely provided for by the Govern- 
ment, which enables them properly to ſupport their 
Chapels and Schools, and to relieve their Poor ; but 
the above-mentioned Germans have never received any 
pecuniary Aſſiſtance; and there is no Likelihood of 
their being put into a quiet and laſting Poſſeſſion of 
the Buildings granted them in the Savoy; neither is it 
poſſible to put and keep them in a decent Condition; 
fo that the Service of this Church, which is univer- 
fally allowed to be of great Importance, muſt continue 
to droop under its Opreſſion, and gradually decay, 
unleſs their Caſe is properly conſidered, and they are 
allowed ſuch an annual Supply as they received the 
firſt Twenty Years from his Pruſſian Majeſty, toge- 
ther with the Sum that was promiſed them by Queen 


Arn, for the Erection of a Building decent and pro- 


Per 
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It, 


of this Nation, and to the Glory of God. 


IL 16 


per for Divine Worſhip; if this ſhould bot be ap- 


proved of, the 8um of J. may be granted; 
the Principal to beput in the patitic Funds, the Biſhop 


of London, for the Time being, of any Perſon hereafter 


thought proper, to be Truſtee, for to ſee that the Prin- 
cipal be never touched, : and that the Intereſt be em- 
ployed, (not to inereaſe any Salaries); for the real Uſe 
and Benefit of the Congregation, and other ſalutary 
Purpoſes. This would enable them to provide for all 
the above mentioned Contingencies, and to eſtabliſh 
this religious Inſtitution on a laſting Foundation for 
ever; to the great Emolument and Edification of all 


the High Germans and: Swiſs of the reformed Con- 
feſſion, who may at any time come over- to ſettle 


here, or go to the American Colonies, to the Honour | 


